Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.098; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.8.
In the title compound, C 6 H 10 N 2 O 2 ÁH 2 O, the imidazole ring is essentially planar, with a maximum deviation of 0.012 (2) Å . In the crystal, molecules are connected via N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming a supramolecular tape along the a axis. Yu et al. (2004) . For related structues, see: Delgado et al. (2007) ; Ciechanowicz-Rutkowska et al. (1994) . For the synthetic procedure, see: Abdel-Aziz (2007) . For a description of the Cambridge Structural Database, see: Allen (2002) .
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2009 ). (El-Deeb et al., 2010; Rajic et al., 2006; Carmi et al., 2006; Sergent et al., 2008) . The crystal structures of (S)-5-Benzylimidazolidine-2,4-dione monohydrate (Delgado et al., 2007) and diphenylhydantoin derivatives (Ciechanowicz-Rutkowska et al., 1994) -hybridization at C3. In the crystal structure (Fig. 2) , the molecules are connected via N-H···O and O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , forming a supramolecular tape along the a axis.
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Experimental
The DPPOX (1.5 equiv) was added to the equimolar solution of L-valine and urea in MeCN in addition to Et 3 N (1.5 equiv) and the mixture was stirred at 50°C for 60 min. After removal of the solvent, the residue was taken up in organic solvent EtOAc, and washed successively with HCl aq and NaHCO 3 aq. Evaporation of the dried organic solvent gave the title compound. The colourless single-crystals suitable for X-ray analysis was obtained by recrystallization from ethanol (m.p. 98 Å] and were refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C). A rotating group model was applied to the methyl groups. Even though there is sufficient anomalous dispersion to find the absolute configuration as the compound crystallize out in a chiral space group and Cu radiation was used, this was unsuccessful as the crystal is a inversion twin [BASF ratio of 0.8 (3):0.2 (3)].
145-147 °C; yield: 95%).
Refinement
sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. The O-H···O hydrogen bond is shown by a dashed line. 
